goods, and metal discarded in a municipal solid waste (MSW) facility. Other losses (or dissipation) from the reservoir, akin to evaporation, occur during metal processing, through wear and tear during use, and through improper disposal.
The metal contained in a final product may be recycled at the end of the product's useful life. When this happens, the metal remains in the reservoir of metals in use. When metal is not recycled, it usually ends up in MSW facilities. Metal in MSW facilities are generally not recovered. If they were to be recovered they would then be part of the reservoir of metals in use. Residing in the MSW facility, they are potentially available for future use.
Recycling reduces the outflow from the reservoir, especially to MSW facilities, by retaining the metal within the reservoir. Once the metals flow into the MSW facilities, they are more difficult and costly to recover. However, with changes in technology and other market characteristics, this metal may one day be returned to the reservoir of metals in use.
Data for these and all other major metals and minerals are also available from the USGS as part of a publicly available report on historical statistics for mineral commodities in the United States (Kelly and others, 2002) . This comprehensive series provides data on the production, trade, and use of miner- copper in use (in buildings, electric and electronic products, transother products) was converted to wire, such as size American Wire Gauge 14 (Kuphaldt, 2004) , and then wrapped around the Equawire would circle the Earth almost Mt of copper in MSW facilities, then the wire would circle the equivalent to 55,000 times the amount of steel (Malloy, 2004) . The estimated 835 Mt of steel in MSW facilities is roughly equivalent to 11,000
Images copyright Brøderbund Software, Inc., 1997, used with permission als and materials as far back as 1900 through 2002. Data from the above USGS report along with data from the U.S. Department of Commerce (2003) , the Council of Economic Advisers (2004) , and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (2001) were used to develop these estimates of stocks of metal in use. 
